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E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: POGV, TS 
SUB J : BOURGUIBA ILL 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. AS REPORTED BY BBC AND OTHERS, 

OFFICIAL TUNISIAN PRESS AGENCY ANNOUNCED SUNDAY. JAN. 4 
THAT OWING TO A "SLIGHT INDISPOSITION" PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S 
SCHEDULED RECEPTION OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS JAN 6 IS BEING 
RESCHEDULED FOR JAN 14. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. EMBASSY HAS NO REASON TO DISBELIEVE 
CHARACTERIZATION PRESIDENT'S ILLNESS AS "SLIGHT," ALTHOUGH 
OBVIOUSLY ANY IRREGULARITY OF HEALTH IN A MAN OF 
BOURGUIBA'S YEARS IS CAUSE FOR CONCERN. HOWEVER, NATURE OF 
THE PROBLEM MAY NOT BE THE "CHILL" OR "FLU" WHICH PAPERS 
AND SOME CONTACTS ARE CLAIMING. AS EARLY AS DEC 30 TUNISIAN 
LADY JOURNALISTS GRANTED GROUP INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT 
NOTICED (BUT HAVE NOT PUBLISHED) AN APPARENT DISABILITY OR 
UNUSUAL WEAKNESS IN BOURGUIBA'S LEFT ARM, AND FACT THAT 
PRESIDENT SEEMED GENERALLY TIRED AND WEAK. PRESIDENT'S 
WIFE CONFIDED TO ONE JOURNALIST AFTER INTERVIEW THAT 
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SCHEDULED FOR DEC 31 WERE QUIETLY CANCELLED, AND NOTHING 
AT ALL HAS BEEN SAID OF SURPRISING FAILURE OF BOURGUIBA TO 
MAKE A NEW YEAR'S SPEECH AND TO CONVOKE GOVERNMENT AND 
PARTY OFFICIALS FOR FORMAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS. 

3. OUR CONTACTS OVER PAST FEW DAYS HAVE UNIFORMLY DOWN- 
PLAYED SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION, AS WE WOULD EXPECT THEM 
TO DO IN ANY CASE. FACT THAT WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED 
UNUSUAL FOUR-DAY HOLIDAY WEEKEND DURING WHICH MANY TUNISIANS 
LEFT TUNIS OR TUNISIA, AND CONCENTRATED ON FAMILY AFFAIRS 
RATHER THAN LOCAL POLITICAL SCENE, ACCOUNTS FOR PART OF 
LACK OF COMMENTARY, EVEN CONCERNING STRIKING ABSENCE FROM 
SUNDAY MORNING PAPERS OF ANY PHOTO OF PRESIDENT. 
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